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SUBJECT: MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS OF KOREAN-AMERICAN 
DOCTORS 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED A NUMBER OE INQUIRIES FROM 
CONGRESS ON BEHALF OF KOREAN-AMERICAN DOCTORS WHO WILL 
ATTEND 3RD ANNUAL JOINT MEDICAL CONVENTION OF THE KOREAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION IN SEOUL WEEK JUNE 19. DOCTORS, WHO 
ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS WITH SOME RETAINING DUAL NATIONALITY, 
HAVE RECEIVED REPORTS PROM FRIENDS IN KOREA THAT SOME OF 
THEM MAY FACE LEGAL PROBLEMS IF THEY RETURN TO KOREA 
BECAUSE OF FAILURE TO COMPLETE MILITARY SERVICE. THEY 
REPORTEDLY ARE ALSO CONCERNED BECAUSE DUAL CITIZENS HAVE 
NOT RECEIVED ROKG WAIVER OF MILITARY OBLIGATION PRIOR TO 
CONVENTION AS HAS BEEN PAST PRACTICE. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS INFORMED THOSE CONCERNED OF LIMITATIONS 
IN CONSULAR PROTECTION FOR AMCITS AND STRESSED THAT 
FOREIGNERS ARE SUBJECT TO KOREAN LAW WHILE IN KOREA. AT 
SAME TIME WE NOTED THAT WE ARE NOT AWARE OF PREVIOUS 
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PROBLEMS INVOLVING AMERICAN CITIZENS AND ROK MILITARY 
OBLIGATION. 

3. SINCE THE DOCTORS WILL BE ATTENDING THE CONVENTION 

AT THE INVITATION OF THE KOREAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION WE 
BELIEVE DOCTORS' CONCERNS ARE PROBABLY UNFOUNDED. 
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HOWEVER, EMBASSY SHOULD BE AWARE OF SITUATION, AND SOME 
DOCTORS MAY WISH TO REGISTER AS AMCITS AT CONSULAR 
SECTION. DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE MOST RECENT 
INFORMATION EMBASSY HAS CONCERNING ROKG POLICY ON DUAL 
NATIONALS AND MILITARY OBLIGATION. CHRISTOPHER 
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